
Learn about 
self-protection steps

It can be
identi�ed

After

It is one of the most violent weather conditions. 
Starts at the bottom of a storm cloud when two air 
masses, with different temperature, humidity, and 
speed, collide with each other 
creating a funnel that reaches 
the ground

DANGER! TORNADO!

Shut off 
power, water, 
and gas 
mains

Keep calm 
and stay 
informed

What to do…?
Inside

Outside

During

Before

Stay 
home

Identify 
nearby 

walls 
with no 

windows

Restrain objects 
that may turn 

into bullets

Reinforce 
your 

home’s 
walls and 

roof, if 
necessary

Prune trees 
that obstruct 
energy poles 

Keep away 
from 
windows

Squat down 
and cover 
your head Avoid use of tin and 

cardboard roof or 
light construction 
houses as refuge

Seek shelter 
in a ditch

Seek refuge under 
a vehicle bridge

Run away from 
the tornado

High 
clouds

Sudden 
darkening

Intense 
rain

Intense 
hailstorm

Suctioning effect

Be informed
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¿What is it?

Severe electrical 
storm

By any one of 
its actions

Rotating 
clouds

Wind speed 
may be from 

100 to 450 km/h

Seek shelter in the 
corner of a room 
that has no 
windows

Seek shelter at an 
inner door-frame

Protect children and 
the elderly by 
hugging them

Use space 
under the 
stairs

Extreme 
wind

Translation: Guadalupe Meléndez de Escalante. Revision: Angélica Sánchez de la Torre
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Tornado
Storm cloud with a bottom whirlwind

Be informed
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Data

Frequency in 
this period

Stronger tornadoes

Improved Fujita scale grading

A tornado can occur anywhere in Mexico, however, 
the strongest have happened in the north of the 
country

Mexico’s tornadoes 
occurrences

F0 F1 F2 F3 F4 F5

Light 
damage 
105-137 

km/h

Moderate 
damage
138-178 

km/h

Considerable 
damage
179-218

km/h

Severe 
damage

 219-266
km/h

Devastating 
damage
267-322

km/h

Incredible 
damage

>322-450
km/h

Displacement from zero 
to over 100 km/h

Duration, from a 
few minutes to 
several hours

Average 
diameter is 
250 m, ranging 
from 100 m to 
1 km

During 2007 and 2015 the 
State of Coahuila had F2 
tornadoes, causing important 
damage and losses
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